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School Horse Spotlights:

Cherokee is one horse that especially stands out in the line-
up of lesson horses in RBR trainer Katie Ginzton’s Myrtle Hill 
Farm. Can you spot him in the photo above? He stands out 
not only for his unique Appaloosa coloring, but also for his 
kind and willing nature and seeming endless patience with 
riders of all levels. Carolyn Pasqualetto says she loves Cherry 
because “he’s very sweet and calm and gives Raquel Ruiz 
kisses by licking her on the face!” Cherokee is a great teacher 
for beginner students in particular but has plenty of spunk 
to still pop over a few cross rails now and then! He also gets 
pretty lit up when pointed at barrels and poles at the Horses 
in the Arroyo Play Day! Angela Sarni notes that Cherokee is 
“good for young riders because he doesn’t spook so much.” 
Some of his given nicknames are “Cherry” and “Marshmallow”. 
He is and always will be a student favorite. Come by and visit 
him in the lesson horse barn!

Katherine Ginzton’s Myrtle Hill Farm
Cherokee

Julie Unamuno’s Arroyo Canyon
Jack

Jack is a 14 year old paint gelding, and has only been at 
RBR for 3 months. Nora Jung (above) has been doing lots of 
ground work and is having a great time building a special 
friendship with Jack. She likes to ride him bareback and 
give him baths. Nora would very much like to show Jack in 
Western Pleasure classes. Jack enjoys lots of hugs and likes 
peppermint candies along with apples and carrots.

Nora says “When I ride Jack I try to stay relaxed because then 
we have a good lesson and he is really smooth to ride.  He 
teaches me how to be more relaxed.”  
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Mountain Man   
by Doug Larner

I have been participating in Mountain Man Historical 
Reenactments for over 25 years.

Men and women with their families camp out for days,  and 
participate in events  trying to recreate the camp life and 
history that took place in the Western states from 1790-1840.  
These events are called rendezvous.  The time roughly covers 
the return of Lewis and Clark from the Pacific to the period 
that settlers started moving along the Oregon Trail.

It was a time of the ‘fur trappers’.  The primary fur they trapped 
was beaver. The beaver ‘plews’ or hides were sent to Europe to 
be made into beaver top hats.  The industry died in late 1840s 
when silk top hats became the rage in Europe.

In a modern-day camp, the skills used over 150 years ago 
include: starting fire with flint and steel, throwing knife 
or tomahawk, and shooting muzzle loading firearms in 
competitions by all participants.  Cooking over a campfire 
and using Dutch ovens is the rule of the day.  Candle lanterns 
and canvas tents are used and in a proper camp, no plastic or 
flashlights or modern gear is in sight.  Some events give prizes 
for the best and most historically accurate camps.

Both of my children have participated since they were 4 years 
old.  In recent years I try to attend rendezvous that include 
horses.  The horse was the means of moving throughout the 
Rockies and transporting the beaver hide back east.  The 
equestrian equipment that I use has to be of a style and 
materials that was used back then. I use a saddle pad called 
an epishemore.  It is an Indian tanned buffalo hide about 3 by 
6 feet folded in half.  At the end of the day’s riding it becomes 
my ground pad under my blankets. The saddle I ride in is a 
wooden carved tree covered with rawhide.  The style is more 
Eastern or English but with wooden carved stirrups.  The 
western style saddle that we use now is really a later period 
style.  When I horse camp I use a wooden pack frame and 
canvas bags.

I have been demonstrating the tools, equipment and skills in 
schools, libraries, and for  Boy Scouts for about 20 years.  

I  met some of  the people involved with a home 
schooling group on the trail in the Arroyo and they 
asked me to do the Mountain Man demonstration 
program that occurred at RBR last year.  About 60 kids 

and 30 parents attended, some visiting our facility for  
the first time. Several of the children take riding lessons at RBR. 

The Pasadena Star News did a great job of covering the 
Mountain Man demonstration event and talking to the kids, 
who seemed to really enjoy the two hour program.

Move over Ford!

And make room for our new John Deere tractor! It’s shiny, new 
and runs like a dream!
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Kids Corner

While I (Raquel) was putting Cherokee back in his stall in 2008, 
he began to act strange looking in the stall next to him.  Then, 
out of the blue, he pushed me away and almost knocked 
me over, something he’d never done before.  I was surprised 
until I saw a baby rattler slither under the nearby feed bucket.  
Carolyn and I slowly moved backwards to keep the snake in sight.  

Baby rattlers are more poisonous than adult rattlers because 
they don’t know how to control their venom.  We didn’t want 
us or any of the animals bitten.  After quickly telling an adult, I 
led Cherokee out of his stall and the snake was captured.  I will 
never forget how Cherokee saved me from being bitten! 

How Cherokee Saved 
Me from Being Bitten 
by a Rattlesnake
By Raquel and Rebecca Ruiz

Flip drawn by Raquel Ruiz, age 10

Fiona Harding and Missy before their lesson. Ashley Roberson and Harley “The Wonder Dog”.
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Rose Bowl Riders, Inc.
P.O. Box 533
Pasadena, CA 91102-0533

PRSRT STD 
u.s. PostaGE

P a i d
Pasadena CA
Permit No. 90

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

MAY

RBR Events (818) 790-8341

Ortamond Horsemanship Clinics
Sandy Pellegrin (626) 797-3166

RBR Horse Shows (818) 790-8341

Web Site: www.rosebowlriders.org

CONTACT NUMBERS:

Board of Directors Meeting

Antonovich Ride (see insert)

La Canada Memorial Day Parade
Join us on horseback or foot to celebrate the 
day. If you’d like to participate please let Nancy 
Rose know! (626) 437-4101.

4

16

31

Vet Clinic and Workday
Handy folks, we need you! Paint, spread wood 
chips, plant roses, spruce up and clean up for all 
the spring and summer events.   Jeff Powell, our 
Dir. of Grounds will have several projects, big 
and small, for us to work on all over the 
property. 

If you’re not able to make the work day please 
contact Jeff: rosebowlriders_info@yahoo.com 
for a job to do on your own time or you can 
make a donation (any amount is greatly 
appreciated) in lieu of working.  Checks can be 
sent to the P.O. Box address (please note “work 
day donation” on the check).

The vaccination clinic with Dr. Peralez & Dr. 
Brown will begin around 8:00am and continue 
until about 11:00am depending upon the 
number of horses signed up.  All horses boarded 
at RBR are required to have their shots updated.

JUNE
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